
For Scene Writer  

Directions: Choose one or two scenes from your episode and write the dialogue. Try to choose the most
important scene or scenes.  Do it in this format.

a. Put the character's name in ALL CAPS. 
b. You can briefly list non-dialogue action in parenthesis (). 

Example:

TEACHER:  Jonathan, who is that knocking  at the door?
JONATHAN : I don't hear any knocking.....
(TEACHER  opens the door and walks into the hallway). 
TEACHER: That's strange. (pause). I could have sworn I heard something.....

Length requirements:  Depending on the scene(s) you are writing about, the total amount of writing 
should fill up 2-3 pages.  

Dialogue Writing Tips: 
1. Read dialogue aloud.  It’s meant to be heard, after all.  This will help you to listen to the voices 

of your characters, noticing the flow and movement of their words.
2. Ask: Is there a shorter version that works as well? Many times, the best way to improve 

dialogue is to cut it. Once you’ve let a scene sit for a while, revisit it with a red pen and look for
what could be cut. 

3. Don’t use dialogue to convey large chunks of information (exposition).  It’s okay if readers 
don’t know exactly what’s happening at all times – trust them to understand the story because 
they are intrigued by the voices of your characters.

4. Dialogue should sound real, but that doesn’t mean dialogue on the page is exactly like snippets 
of dialogue you overhear.  You don’t need all the Hellos, Goodbyes and boring small talk of 
daily life.  Cut it out.

5. Good dialogue should move the story forward, convey character and feel full of life.  Have 
people argue with people, or have people saying surprising, contrary things.  If everyone is 
agreeing with each other, your story will feel flat.

6. People don’t have to answer each other directly.  Sometimes what’s not said has huge meaning.
7. Think about how each of your characters sounds.  Make each voice distinct – this can be subtle 

or dramatic.  Perhaps one character likes to use a certain word or short phrase, so make sure the 
other characters don’t use that same word or phrase.  It’s a small distinction, but useful. 

8. Sometimes what is not said is just as interesting as what is said. Leaving out some things can be
more realistic – characters usually don't know all the answers when they are talking. Sometimes
saying nothing, or the opposite of what we know a character feels, is the best way to create 
tension. If a character wants to say 'I love you!" but their actions or words say 'I don't care,' the 
reader cringes at the missed opportunity.

Sources: http://johnaugust.com/2007/how-to-write-dialogue and http://www.alicekuipers.com/10-tips-
for-writing-better-dialogue/
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