
Pet Peeve Essay 
 

The Pet Peeve Essay should be about 2 or 3 paragraphs long. It should be modeled after the Andy Rooney essays which 

were discussed in class. Here are some other tips for writing the essay:  

A pet peeve does not need to be a big or important problem. It does not to be one which everybody agrees with. 

Tone: The essay can be informal or humorous. It probably is best if it’s not too serious.  

Structure:  
Identify the problem. Ask a question about it, or tell a personal anecdote about how you happened to notice it.  

Give examples. You do not need to give a lot of examples (One or two may be sufficient). But you need to make sure 

that the reader understands what exactly you mean.  

Guess at a cause. Why does it happen? Why do people tolerate it?  

Understanding the significance. Does it reveal a deeper social problem? 

Discuss solutions (if any).  If a social problem exists, it often helps to discuss alternatives. What would life be life if stores 

only carried whole milk? Is there a need for a law to solve something.  

Final thought. This can be a question or simply a summary. Best if this final thought is witty or funny.  
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